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Knights of Columbus 2019

Br. Derek West

Grand Knight’s Report

Welcome back brothers for
 the 2019-2020 fraternal

year! I hope you had a joyous,
peaceful and memorable summer
full of family gatherings and fun.

As we begin a new fraternal
year, I wish to take this opportunity to thank our most recent
Past Grand Knight, Br. Larry Pankuch, for his leadership
and friendship these past two years, and I look forward to
his help in the next two years.

I say, “most recent Past Grand Knight,” because Council
1447 is blessed with dedicated brothers who have taken
on the mantle of “Grand Knight” in the past and have
remained active in the council, accepting specific tasks (such
as Past Grand Knight Louis Romito who became our
Communications Director). These brothers make the job
of Grand Knight much easier. I have said that being Grand
Knight of Council 1447 is like being the coach of some of
those fantastic New York Islander or Edmonton Oiler hockey
teams of the 1980s. There was so much talent on those
teams that all the coach had to do was open the bench door
and let the players on the ice so that they could exhibit their
skills.

I hope this year is productive and fun, and I am looking
forward to working with our new officers. We already have
a few general meetings under our belts. If these meetings
are any indication of the year we have ahead of us, I am
greatly encouraged and confident that we will accomplish
much in the way of charity and fraternity.

I am especially looking forward to working with our
new chaplain, Fr. Marco Ladao. I have had the honour and

pleasure of working with Fr. Marco at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral. He is a wonderful shepherd with a great sense
of humour.

Lastly, I would like to encourage brothers who have
never attended a general meeting, or who have not attended
for some time, to attend the meetings. They are held on the
second Tuesday of every month at the meeting room in the
Columbus Centre. You may be surprised to find an
atmosphere of true camaraderie where serious discussion
concerning the direction and activities of your council is
tempered with friendly banter and genuine Christian
hospitality and support. Of course, the evenings end with a
delicious light meal arranged by our worthy warden, Br.
Tom LeBel. Give it a try!

I would like to encourage brothers who
have never attended a general meeting, or
who have not attended for some time, to

attend the meetings.
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Br. Louis Romito

Past Grand Knight Report

Have You Paid Your Membership
Dues For 2019?

A s s o c i a t e
Member, mem-

bers with or without insurance, $65;
Honorary Member, age 65 and member
for 25 consecutive years, $15; Honorary
Life Member, age 70 and member for 25 consecutive years
or 50 years regardless of age, no dues; Disabled Member,
no dues. Please renew for 2019.

Sunday Mass Transportation for St. Patrick’s
Cathedral

From time to time, requests are made for transportation
to Sunday Masses. If any Knights would like to assist for
the Cathedral, please call Doug McClure 807 708-4143.

Ribfest 2019, Thank You!
Thank you to those who

volunteered at the Ribfest
weekend. I know the Our Kids
Count staff are grateful. Knights
from the six councils contributed
hours to the effort. Together we accomplished a great deal.

Thunder Bay Six Council 50/50 Draw
Ticket sales started in August. Proceeds will be do-

nated to the Dew Drop Inn, St. Vincent De Paul, and the
Thunder Bay Food Bank. Maximum prize not to exceed
$5,000. Draw will be held on Monday, November 11, at
the Columbus Centre. Tickets are available from Knights
and the Columbus Centre, 301 South May St.,
columbuscentre@shaw.ca, 807 623-3252. All funds stay
in Thunder Bay. Only 5,000 tickets printed. Tickets cost
$2. License #M807392.

A very successful golf tournament was held on June 23
at Emerald Greens. Nine teams completed the 18 hole Best
Ball Tournament. A great home-style meal and dessert was
served by the staff of  the Columbus Centre. Prizes were
presented after the meal. Thank you to our golfers, sponsors,

70th Annual Len Hallinan
Memorial Golf Tournament

First place golf tournament winners: Don Napierela,
George Segris, John and Hank Schelling.

Second place golf tournament winners: William
Bystrican, Jerzy Sworczak, Lou Bystrican and Mike
Burns.

Closest to the hole golf tournament winners: Dale
Dennis, Brian North and Randy Saarinen.

prize donors and volunteers.
The tournament brought Brother Knights together with

friends and family. Do continue to support this event. It
provides an opportunity to gather together. We have a proud
history of involvement with this tournament.

This newsletter is proudly printed by TBXI / Xerox to help support
Knights of Columbus Fort William Council 1447. TBXI is a
proud community supporter in Thunder Bay and NW ON. Visit
www.tbxi.com for all your office and office technology needs.
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Lobster Supper
On Saturday,

September 28, an-
other successful lob-
ster supper was held at
the Columbus Centre.
Congratulations Glenn
Jennings who won a
free lobster supper.
Thank you Brother
Knights, wives and the Columbus Centre who helped make
this a successful event. Yes, once again, we are the “Lobster
Kings.” Save the date for the next lobster feast, scheduled
for May 30, 2020.

The “General Agent” for North-
western Ontario and Manitoba for K
of C Insurance is Rocky Rizzo. His
phone number is 807 621-2200 and
his e-mail address is rocky.rizzo
@kofc.org. Dan Duvall no longer has
anything to do with this area. You may
contact Rocky for all of your insurance
needs. You are also encouraged to
mention him to other Knights.

K of C Insurance

Rocky Rizzo

We acknowledge the passing of the
following brothers and extend
condolences to their families and
friends: James Bishop (deceased Dec.
26, 2018), Ardon Wilson (deceased
August 1, 2019), Anthony (Tony) Peter
Sdao (deceased July 30, 2019) and
Reginald “Reg” Legace (deceased
September 6, 2019). We are grateful
for our memories of them, their service
and their friendship.

They will be remembered in a
special daily Mass, offered for the
repose of the souls of all deceased
brother Knights at St. Mary’s Church,
New Haven, Connecticut. Our thoughts
and prayers are with other brother
Knights and family members who are ill or in distress.
Remember to keep the council informed concerning them.

In Memoriam

James Bishop

Ardon Wilson

Anthony
Sdao

Reginald
Legace
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      Once again, two
$500 bursaries were
presented to each
Catholic High School
at the Community
Auditorium. As in past
years, The Pipes and
Drums of Thunder Bay
provided music as they
marched in with the
enthusiastic students
before the presen-
tations were made.
    On June 12, The Harris Rooney, Past Grand Knight,
Memorial Bursary for St. Ignatius High School was presented
to Sara Fucile by Br. Wade Rooney.

On June 13, The Alex Kayzer, Past Grand Knight
Memorial Bursary for St. Patrick High School was presented
to Daniel Chiappetta by GK Larry Pankuch.

Council 1447 Scholarship Presentations

Daniel Chiappetta and
GK Larry Pankuch.

Faithfull Navigator SK Wayne Murphy
Friar Fr. Francisco Blazek
Faithful Captain SK Larry Pankuch 
Admiral SK Bill Vass
Scribe SK Samuel Spivak
Comptroller SK Joe Salini
Purser SK Louis Romito
Pilot SK Brian Smith
Faithful Inner Sentinel SK Joseph Bechta
Faithful Outer Sentinel SK Jan Szczepanski
Faithful Trustee (1 year) SK Peter Venafro 
Faithful Trustee (2 year) SK Bogdan Bielski 
Faithful Trustee (3 year) SK  Mike Spivak
Colour Corp Commander SK Larry Pankuch 

Knights of Columbus District 14
“Congratulations to all Grand Knights and

best wishes for the new Fraternal Year”
from Council 1447

Dave Baxter, Leo Council 1130,
St. Andrew’s Church
Derek West, Fort William Council 1447,
St. Patrick Cathedral
Craig Murphy, Bishop Norman Gallagher Council
7332
Bruce Sutton, Our Lady of Charity Council 8602,
St. Agnes Church
Daren Prieston, Father Regis Council 9295,
Corpus Christi Church
Mike Meady, Father Francois Maynard Council
15995, St. Peter’s Church

Father Baxter Assembly
4th Degree Officers  2019-2020

Grand Knight Derek West
Chaplain (appointed) Fr. Marco Ladao
Deputy Grand Knight Sam Federico
Financial Secretary (appointed) Peter Sabourin
Chancellor Jan Szczepanski
Recorder Robin Rickards
Treasurer Mike Posmituk
Advocate Robert Habjan
Warden Tom LeBel
Inside Guard Ed Bruneau
Outside Guard James Matijasic
Three Year TERM Trustee Bill Vass
Two Year TERM Trustee Larry Pankuch
One Year TERM Trustee Maurice Pelletier
Lecturer (appointed) Wayne Murphy
Past Grand Knight Larry Pankuch
Communication Louis Romito PGK
A special thank you to our out going officers,
Romano Taddeo and Mike Boyechko, for your
dedication over many years of service.

Officer Nominations & Elections for
Fraternal Year July 2019 to July 2020

(Elections were held on Tuesday, June 11.)

What did the Buddhist ask the hot dog vendor?
“Make me one with everything.”
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Frank Romeo
hair stylist / owner

807-623-7265
500 FREDERICA ST. W.
Corner of James & Frederica

Hair Infinity
HAIR, ESTHETICS, FACIALS, NAILS

Knights of Columbus
Columbus Centre
301 S. May St., Thunder Bay
www.columbuscentre.ca

Rosie’s Lunch
Buffet

Fridays, 11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

217 W Arthur St.

505 Memorial Ave.

OCTOBER 2019

St. Andrew’s Catholic Cemetery &
Our Lady of Charity Mausoleum

Diocese of Thunder Bay

Catholic cemeteries give public witness
to our belief in the resurrection of the

body and eternal life.
For at need and pre-need

arrangements, call 343-9313
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Pearls of Wisdom

Participation in the annual K of C raffle tickets campaign
was great. Many volunteer hours went into this project.
Brother Knights of our council helped to sell 1,460 tickets
at $5 each for a total of $7,300. This will help us continue
to give back to our community. Your support has been
appreciated. For our efforts, we received $1606 from the
State Lottery. $1241 will go to the charity account and $365
into our general account. Special thanks to all the volunteers
and supporters. Thank you!

Rita Waskawich of Niagara Falls, Ontario, wins
$200,000 in the Knights of Columbus Ontario Charity
Foundation 2019 lottery.
Council Will Use Lottery Proceeds For Charity

Aldo Buset, a 35
year member of
Council 1447, born
on July 5, 1919,
recently celebrated
his 100th birthday. A
large group of
brother Knights cele-
brated this milestone
with Aldo’s family
and friends at Chart-
well Isabella Retire-
ment Residence.

Family members shared fond memories of his very
successful life. Aldo enjoyed reminiscing with his friends.
Letters extending warm congratulations from the Governor
General of Canada and Queen Elizabeth were on display.
Fort William Council 1447 extends our warmest
congratulations!

Knight Celebrates 100th Birthday

Aldo Buset

A big thank you to the Knights of Columbus Council
1447 for stopping by to say hello and to present a cheque
for $500 for our new walk-in cooler. The Knights are
incredibly supportive of the Dew Drop Inn. We certainly
appreciate all that they do, not only for the Dew Drop Inn,
but for the community. Pictured above, from left to right, is
Peter Sabourin, Financial Secretary of Council 1447,
Michael Quibell, Dew Drop Inn Executive Director, and
Louis Romito Past Grand Knight of Council 1447.

Knights Donate Funds To Dew Drop Inn

If you control your thoughts, you will better control
what you say and do. Controlling what you say and

do will help you control your thoughts. And pure
thoughts will help you see God.

Br. Juliano Brusadin
cleans and inspects
light bulbs at St.
Patrick’s Cathedral.

Let There Be Light!
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With busy lives, it can be hard to find time to volunteer.
However, the benefits of volunteering can be

enormous. Volunteering offers vital help to people in need,
worthwhile causes, and the community, but the benefits can
be even greater for you, the volunteer. The right match can
help you to find friends, connect with the community, learn
new skills, and even advance your career.

Giving to others can also help protect your mental and
physical health. It can reduce stress, combat depression, keep
you mentally stimulated, and provide a sense of purpose. While
it’s true that the more you volunteer, the more benefits you’ll
experience, volunteering doesn’t have to involve a long-term
commitment or take a huge amount of time out of your busy
day. Giving in even simple ways can help those in need and
improve your health and happiness.

Benefit 1: Volunteering connects you to others
One of the more well-known benefits of volunteering is

the impact on the community. Volunteering allows you to
connect to your community and make it a better place. Even
helping out with the smallest tasks can make a real difference
to the lives of people, animals, and organizations in need. And
volunteering is a two-way street: It can benefit you and your
family as much as the cause you choose to help. Dedicating
your time as a volunteer helps you make new friends, expand
your network, and boost your social skills.

One of the best ways to make new friends and strengthen
existing relationships is to commit to a shared activity together.
Volunteering is a great way to meet new people, especially if
you are new to an area. It strengthens your ties to the
community and broadens your support network, exposing you
to people with common interests, neighborhood resources,
and fun and fulfilling activities.

Benefit 2: Volunteering is good for your mind and body
Volunteering helps counteract the effects of stress, anger

and anxiety. The social contact aspect of helping and working

with others can have a profound effect on your overall
psychological well-being. Nothing relieves stress better than
a meaningful connection to another person. Working with
pets and other animals has also been shown to improve mood
and reduce stress and anxiety.

Volunteering combats depression. Volunteering keeps you
in regular contact with others and helps you develop a solid
support system, which in turn protects you against depression.

Volunteering makes you happy. By measuring hormones
and brain activity, researchers have discovered that being
helpful to others delivers immense pleasure. Human beings
are hard-wired to give to others. The more we give, the
happier we feel.

Volunteering helps you stay physically healthy. Studies
have found that those who volunteer have a lower mortality
rate than those who do not. Older volunteers tend to walk
more, find it easier to cope with everyday tasks, are less
likely to develop high blood pressure, and have better thinking
skills. Volunteering can also lessen symptoms of chronic pain
and reduce the risk of heart disease.

Benefit 3: Volunteering can advance your career
If you’re considering a new career, volunteering can help

you get experience in your area of interest and meet people
in the field. Even if you’re not planning on changing careers,
volunteering gives you the opportunity to practice important
skills used in the workplace, such as teamwork,
communication, problem solving, project planning, task
management, and organization. You might feel more
comfortable stretching your wings at work once you’ve honed
these skills in a volunteer position first.

Benefit 4: Volunteering brings fun and fulfillment to
your life

Volunteering is a fun and easy way to explore your
interests and passions. Doing volunteer work you find
meaningful and interesting can be a relaxing, energizing escape
from your day-to-day routine of work, school or family
commitments. Volunteering also provides you with renewed
creativity, motivation, and vision that can carry over into your
personal and professional life.

Why Volunteer?
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Council Meetings, second Tuesday of each month, 7:30
p.m., Columbus Centre: Nov. 12, Dec. 10.

Bingo at Hogarth Riverview Manor (St. Joseph Care
Group), 300 Lillie Street North, third Tuesday of each
month, 6:30 p.m. Please call Peter Sabourin 622-5885 to
confirm dates: Oct. 15, Nov. 19, Dec. 17, Jan. 21, Feb. 18,
March 17, April 21, May 19, June 16.

Father Baxter Assembly Meetings, third Thursday of each
month, 7:30 p.m., Columbus Centre.

First Degree, on the last Sunday of each month, a First Degree,
if required, is held at Corpus Christi Church after the 7 pm
Mass. The Degree begins by 8 pm. If you are sponsoring a
candidate, please provide his name to the Grand Knight.

October
29 Tuesday, Installation of Officers and Mass, 7 p.m.,
St. Peter’s Church, 700 McIntosh St., for all officers serving
for the fraternal year, including chaplains. Family and friends
welcome.

November
2 & 3, Council 1447 Recruitment Drive, St. Patrick’s Cathedral,
Saturday 5 pm Mass, Sunday 8:30 am & 10:30 am Masses.

9 Saturday, Father Baxter Assembly Mass & Patriotic Dinner
Dance (Mass, 5 pm St. Patrick Cathedral). First, Second &
Third Degree Knights and guests are cordially invited. Tickets,
$30, available at the Columbus Centre.

11 Monday, Remembrance Day, 4th Degree Wreath Presentation
(Father Baxter Assembly).

15 Friday, set up for float for the Santa Claus parade.

16 Saturday, Christmas Parade (Keep Christ in Christmas),
starts 10 am at Superstore, ends at Community Auditorium.
Volunteers always welcome. Please contact Br. Louis
Romito 767- 6533.

Pickerel Dinner, Columbus Centre, Saturday, November 2. Two
sittings: 5 pm & 6:30 pm. Includes fresh pickerel, home fries,
coleslaw, dessert, coffee. $21 per ticket, available at the Centre
office.

Shrimp Dinner, Columbus Centre, Saturday, November 23.

Group Christmas Dinners & Dances. Saturday, November 30
& Saturday December 14.

Rosie’s Lunch Buffet
Fridays, 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., pasta, meatballs, chicken,
perogies, mashed potatoes, vegetables, breads, desserts,
coffee and tea, $14.50. All you can eat. Reservations
optional. Celebrate your special events with us!

Knights of Columbus Weekly Coffee & Conversation
Fridays, 8:30 a.m. – 10 a.m., coffee room, Columbus
Centre. $1 for always full cup of coffee and 2 slices of raisin
bread. Knights and potential Knights welcome.

Spaghetti & Meatball Suppers & Take Out
Sundays, Nov. 3, Dec. 1. Sit Down, 5:30 p.m. Adults,
$14.50. Children 5 to 10, $9.50. Under 5, free. Includes
salad, buns, butter, coffee, tea and soft drinks. All you can
eat! Take Out, 1 to 5:30 p.m., $11.50. (Please bring your
own containers.)
Take Out Only: Thursdays, 3 to 6 pm: Oct. 24, Nov. 21,
Dec. 19. Call 623-3252 to confirm take out dates. Please
bring your own containers. Volunteers always welcome.
Please contact Br. Louis Romito, 767- 6533.

Columbus Centre, 301 S. May St., 623-3252
Fax: 626-0190. Rosie Makela, Manager

columbuscentre@shaw.ca; Free WiFi
www.columbuscentre.ca and on FACEBOOK

Columbus Centre Upcoming Events

OCTOBER 2019

 The Knights of Columbus is the
world’s largest Catholic fraternal
organization.

 The Knights have councils in
over a dozen countries.

 The Knights have donated
$1.62 billion to charitable causes
over the past decade.

Did you know...


