
March 29th, 2020                   Fifth Sunday Of Lent

THIS WEEK’S FREE-WILL OFFERINGS TO THE PARISH
Total Donations brought to the Office this past week .............
Votive Candles ........... $ 116.50      St. Anthony’s Poor Fund ...

$ 1, 005.00
$ 25.00

3.  REGULAR WEEKLY DONATIONS DURING THE DURATION OF THIS PANDEMIC
In response to a number of requests that I have received from parishioners,

I suggest that the best ways to continue to support our Parish during
these times of cancellations and postponements is to either:

    ♦    Drop off or mail your weekly offertory donation to the Parish Office
                       (Offertory envelopes can be placed in the Rectory’s Main door mail slot)
                                                                          OR
    ♦     Use the “Donate” button on this Parish Website Homepage
                                                           (soon to be installed)

(with social distancing observed)

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS
Monday and Friday: 9:00 am to 12 Noon

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: 9:00 am to 4:30 pm

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

1.  CANCELLATION OF ALL MASSES AND CLOSURE OF CHURCHES

2.  OUR PARISH OFFICE WILL REMAIN OPEN

If it is difficult or impossible for some to donate to the Parish during these times of
work interruptions and lay-offs, please continue to pray for our Parish

and for each other and for a speedy end to this health crisis!

In light of the Covid-19 Pandemic Precaution,
Bishop Colli has announced the cancellation of

ALL PUBLIC MASSES AND EVENTS IN THE CATHEDRAL
 and throughout the Diocese effective on March 25, 2020.

Donations for Share Lent ..............  $ 95.00

This includes all weekend and weekday Masses and more specifically,
The MASS OF CHRISM, MASSES & SERVICES for PALM SUNDAY and HOLY WEEK

as well as the EASTER VIGIL and EASTER SUNDAY MASSES.
All Church buildings will also be closed to the public at this time and until futher notice.

--- See: “Announcement from Bishop Colli - March 27, 2020” :  on pages 3 & 4 of this Bulletin ---



YOU WERE ASKING     by Msgr. P. Stilla MASSES/PRAYERS
ON LINE AND

ON TELEVISION

With the temporary
cancellation of Masses

during this Covid-19
Pandemic, all are

encouraged to watch Mass
on television or to access it
on line and to pray at home.
Available sources for Mass:

~~~ INTERNET ~~~
www.vaticannews.va

www.saltandlighttv.org
www.wordonfire.org

www.dailytvmass.com
www.catholictv.org

www.mass-online.org

~~~ TELEVISION ~~~
On: VisionTV

(Bell Channel 261,
Shaw Direct Channel 394,

Tbaytel Channel 675)
On: EWTN

(Shaw Channels
292, 559 & 285)

On: Faith TV
(Bell Channel 591)

On: Joy-V
(Bell Channel 656)

On: YesTV
(Bell Channel 651)

QUESTIONS ARISING FROM THE COVID-19 PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES

A. Yes, the 3 Oils
will be blessed by
Bishop Colli at the
Cathedral but  this
year, it will take
place at a private
Mass with no con-
gregation. (See
Pages 3 & 4 of this
Bulletin).    The Oils

Oil of
Catechumens

Oil of
Chrism

Oil of
The Sick

Q. With Palm Sunday Masses having been cancelled, when will the
palms be blessed and distributed to the people?
A. Although the public celebra-

Q. Since the Mass of Chrism will not be celebrated publicly this year,
will the Oils that are to be used for the various Sacraments still be
blessed and distributed to our Parishes?

tion of Palm Sun-
day Masses is not
permitted in our
Diocese at this
time,  our priests
will still celebrate
this  Mass privately
and without a congregation on that
Sunday.  During the Mass, he will

bless palms and make them avail-
able to his parish-
ioners at  a later
date, when authori-
ties permit  public
gatherings. (See
Pages 3 & 4 of this
Bulletin) This is the

procedure that we will follow in
our own Cathedral Parish.

Q. How can our parishioners prepare for Easter this year with all the
Masses and Services cancelled and the Churches being closed?
A. Even though our Churches
are temporarily closed, we can still
prepare for Easter
in other unique
ways, like continu-
ing  to work togeth-
er in harmony and
to pray  for one an-
other  more than
ever. We can also be encouraged
by the fact that in our Churches,
our priests are continuing to cel-
ebrate Masses privately for the in-
tentions of their parishioners and,
in our homes, individuals and fami-
lies are offering their own personal

prayers for the wellbeing of our
world and for a speedy end to this

medical crisis.
More Home Time
The extra time that
we now have in our
homes allows us to
better reflect on
our lives, to pray

prayers that best suit us, to watch
televised Masses and/or to read
these Bible Passages that recount
the Lord’s Passion & Resurrection.
Palm Sunday: Matthew 27:11-54;
Good Friday: John 18:1 to 19:42;
Easter Sunday: John 20:1-18.

which will later be
made available to
the Parishes are:
• Catechumens’ Oil,
used for Baptism;
• Oil of the Sick for
anointing the ill;
• Oil of Chrism for
Baptism, Confirma-
tion and Ordination.

http://www.vaticannews.va
http://www.saltandlighttv.org
http://www.wordonfire.org
http://www.dailytvmass.com
http://www.catholictv.org
http://www.mass-online.org


Diocese of Thunder Bay
Holy Week and the Celebration of the

Paschal Triduum - 2020

Having  discussed these issues with our DiocesanWorship Commission,  and in conjunction  with
the  mandate from Pope Francis dated March 19, 2020, and in accordance with the norms given by
the Province of Ontario, Bishop Colli has set the following instructions for our parishes for this year.

1. Chrism Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Colli at the Cathedral with two priests present and
we will bless the oils at that time. We will then notify the Parishes of their availability.

2. The public celebration of Palm Sunday is not permitted due to the restrictions. During the
private celebration of Mass, Parish Priests may bless the palms and make them available at a later
date for the people, when authorities permit public gatherings.

3. The celebration of the Sacred Triduum is not to be celebrated in Parish Churches. It is not
possible to celebrate the various rites, which require a suitable number of ministers, given the
limitation currently in force in the province of Ontario. We do not want to place anyone at risk.

4. Priests  are permitted to celebrate privately the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday.
The faculty to celebrate this Mass without the people is granted in an exceptional manner by the
Holy See to all priests. The washing of the feet, which is optional, is omitted. The procession with
the Blessed Sacrament to a place of repose is omitted. The Blessed Sacrament is to be kept in the
tabernacle.

5. The Celebration of the Passion on Good Friday is not to be celebrated, again due to the
restrictions. Instead priests are encouraged to read the Passion of the Lord privately and to pray
the Universal Prayer from the liturgy, including prayers for those whose lives are being affected by
the Covid-19 pandemic.

6. The public celebration of the Stations of the Cross - normally celebrated on Good Friday evening
are also to be omitted.

7. The communal  celebrations  of  the  Sacrament of Penance or Reconciliation  are to be
postponed at this time.

8. The Easter Vigil is not to be celebrated in any Parish Church in the Diocese. This requires
many ministers. Priests are to pray the Office of Readings for Easter Sunday. The Sacraments of
Christian Initiation and the reception of candidates for Full Communion are to be postponed until
a later date.

                                                                                                                              ... on to the next page ...

ANNOUNCEMENT FROM BISHOP COLLI - March 27, 2020



 

9. On Easter Sunday,  Priests are  to celebrate Mass privately,  without  the presence of the
faithful.  During the Mass, they are to light the Easter Candle and bless water using the usual formu-
las given in the Roman Missal.

10. Since all public celebrations of Mass  are  stopped  at this time,  we do not recommend any
live-steaming of these ceremonies from any parish Church. We recommend that pastors be in touch
with their parishioners by telephone, e-mail, or websites. We ask that you encourage your people to
pray at home at this time  (vg. the rosary,  the Way of the Cross, the readings of the day, especially
for Easter, reading the scriptures), and that they make a Spiritual Communion during this time of
personal prayer.

There are many prayers and private Masses on TV or on the internet in which our people can join in
some form of prayer - we ask them to use these means if possible, at this time of the pandemic and
the closure of our Churches.

This is a difficult time for all, our parishioners will be grateful to know that their Parish Priests are
including them in  their  prayers and will be anxious to welcome them back to church and the
Sacraments when this pandemic is over.
In the meantime, we are together in prayer ‘in spirit’ as a diocesan family. May the Lord guide us
through this uncertain period, to a time of healing and grace.

The practice of Spiritual Communion goes back many centuries and has a rich tradition in the
Church. It is a way to be spiritually united with Christ when we are unable to physically receive the
Body and Blood of Christ in the Eucharist, such as at this current time with COVID-19.

There are many ways to practice Spiritual Communion,
yet the most common prayer was written by Saint Alphonsus Liguori:

 “My, Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament.
I love youabove all things, and I long for you in my soul.

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.

As though you havealready come,
I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you;

never permit me to be separated from you.
Amen.”


