
April 19th, 2020                 DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

THIS WEEK’S DONATIONS IN SUPPORT OF OUR PARISH

Easter Sunday Donations brought/sent to our Office ..
Donations made online on our Website Home Page ...
Donations made towards:
Parish Renovation Collection ........................................
Annual Share Lent Collection ................. ......................
Good Friday Collection .................................................
Votive Candles / St. Anthony’s Poor Fund.....................

COVD-19 PANDEMIC : MOST RECENT PARISH UPDATES

$ 7, 355.00
1, 072.00

45.00
610.00
140.00

91.50

In lieu of our Blue
Mass 2020, all are
invited to pray the
Rosary, the Divine
Mercy Chaplet or a
preferred prayer  in
their own homes
and at the same
time, on Sunday,
April 26 at 2:00  pm,
in honour of our
First Responders.

Blue Mass Prayer

A Note of Thanks

Palms & Water

Beautiful small palm
crosses ( made for us
by Rose Cupelli), and
blessed Easter Wa-
ter can be picked up
from our Parish Of-
fice,  each day dur-
ing regular office
hours. (622-5389)

We wish to thank
our many parishio-
ners who have re-
cently sent Easter
cards, gifts, emails
and messages of
hope to our Parish
Team and Staff. Your
thoughtfulness and
moral support are
much appreciated.

We thank  you for your many generous donations made by delivering /sending
us your Sunday envelopes and/or by donating online on our website homepage.

PRIVATE WEEKDAY MASSES CELEBRATED FOR OUR PARISHIONERS
Since April 14th (and until this pandemic is over), private weekday Masses are be-
ing  celebrated daily in Our Lady’s Chapel for the Intentions of all our Parishioners.

EASTER SUNDAY MASS WAS CELEBRATED PRIVATELY ON APRIL 12th

Bishop Colli, Msgr. Stilla and Father Marco celebrated a private Mass of Easter for
the intentions of our Parishioners and for the clergy and people  of our Diocese.
Our 2020 Paschal Candle was lighted and the Easter water was blessed.

VOTIVE CANDLES OF PRAYER FOR THE INTENTIONS OF OUR FAMILIES
On Holy Saturday , Linda and Deacon Derek West lighted votive candles
in our Cathedral Chapels on behalf of our parishioners’ families.
They represent our communal Prayer for hope and for new beginnings.

CHURCH CLOSURES EXTENDED.
Unfortunately, due to the continuation of the ban on gatherings of more than 5
persons by the Province, Bishop Colli recently extended church closures across
our Diocese at least until until May 4th. Our Parishioners are encouraged to access
Masses and Services online or on television during this closure.

OUR PARISH OFFICE REMAINS OPEN
Our office will remain open at this time of pandemic during the usual office hours,
(with physical distancing maintained).  All one-on-one meetings with Msgr. Stilla
are not permitted and will resume when the emergency restrictions are lifted.

SACRAMENTAL CELEBRATIONS POSTPONED
All scheduled Baptism, First Confession, First Communion, Confirmation and Mar-
riage celebrations in the Cathedral  and preparation classes are postponed.

THE CATHEDRAL PRAYER GARDEN IS NOW CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC
In accordance with the Ontario Emergency Precautions to stop the spread of COVID-
19, the gates to our Garden have been locked and access to it is not permitted.



YOU WERE ASKING     by Msgr. P. Stilla

I encourage our parishioners on this Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday), to read and reflect
upon the Scripture Readings and Prayers of this Sunday’s Mass,  as printed below.

FOR THE BIBLE READINGS & PRAYERS FOR THE MASS OF DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

♦   Read:  pages 3 to 9 (inclusive) of this Sunday Bulletin   OR,
♦   Click on: “COVID-19 Parish Updates”,  on the Home Page of this website.

Q. In this time of pandemic fear and uncertainty and in other times of personal stress, I tend to doubt
my belief in Divine Providence and question the Lord’s interest in our personal lives.   Is it wrong to feel
this way and why do I feel so guilty when I do?

A. No,  it is certainly not wrong to feel this way,
even though people of Faith often experience  nag-
ging and relentless guilt when they do!  In fact, the
feeling of which you speak,  has been experienced
many times by countless other persons of Faith
throughout history  Many of them are mentioned in
the Gospels.  Think of:
• the Twelve Apostles who
doubted the Lord’s Providence
when they were caught in the
midst of a threatening storm at
sea (Mk. 4:35-41) or;
•  the Disciples of Emmaus who
doubted Jesus’ saving promise
after His death (Luke 24:13-35) or;
•  the Apostle Thomas who
doubted the resurrection and
refused to believe in it, as is re-
counted in this Sunday’s Gospel
(John 20:19-31) and,  yes, even,
•  Jesus Himself who, in His final
hour, cried out, “My God, My
God, why have you forsaken me”. (Matthew 27:46).
Since then, great Saints like Augustine, Ambrose,
Anthony of Padova, Marguerite d’Youville, Teresa of
Calcutta, to name only a few, experienced the same
feelings of fear and doubt in their times of stress.
Why do you feel that nagging guilt?
Personal guilt is experienced by everyone at one
time or another.  Positive guilt can be our best friend,
when it prompts us to return to the path of truth
and right living that we sometimes abandon in our
lives.  However,  the second kind of guilt which you
seem to be experiencing because of your feelings

of doubt, can be our worst enemy, relentless in its
quest to convince us to  believethat we are useless
people and  that we are never  worthy enough to be
true followers of Christ,  no matter what we do!  This
negative guilt can linger and is  our worst enemy.  It
often presses  like a weight on our shoulders,

prompting us to question our sin-
cerity and our self worth.  When-
ever we are burdened by this de-
structive guilt, we must ask the

day are amazingly relevant to the  world situation
in which we find ourselves today. They remind us
that  persons of Faith have always endured similar
hardships in the past  but that their Faith and
perseverence have always seen them through!
Besides the Gospel which I mentioned above,  the
other readings also speak of faith and doubt.  In the
second reading , Peter acknowledges that Christians
are, “having to suffer various trials” and that, “their
Faith is tested by fire”.  However, he concludes with
these reassuring words, “even though you do not
see him now, you still believe and rejoice in Him...”.

“Do you not care, Lord,
that we are perishing?”
                               (Mk 4:38)

Lord to take it away from us and
to set us free!
‘Doubt’ in  today’s Mass Readings
Like you, human doubts about the
Lord’s Providence naturally arise
within most of us in times of trial.
For some, they are temporary and
they disappear once the difficult
times are over.  For others, how-
ever, they become  stumbling
blocks to a life of Faith and Prayer.
All three Mass Readings this Sun-



THE SCRIPTURE  READINGS
AND MASS PRAYERS FOR
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY



THE MASS OF THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (DIVINE MERCY)

THE FIRST READING

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 2:42-47
Those who welcomed the message of  Peter were baptized and many were
added to the community.  They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teach-
ing and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to the prayers.
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being
done by the apostles.  All who believed were together and had all things
in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute
the proceeds to all, as any had need.
Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple,  they broke
bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising
God and having the goodwill of all the people.
Day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.
                                                                                              The word of the Lord.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Entrance Antiphon
Like newborn infants, you must long for the pure, spiritual milk, that in him
you may grow to salvation, alleluia.

Collect Prayer
Let us pray. God of everlasting mercy, who in the very recurrence of the
paschal feast kindle the faith of the people you have made your own,
increase, we pray, the grace you have bestowed,   that all may grasp and
rightly understand  in what font they have been washed,  by whose  Spirit
they  have been  reborn, by whose Blood they have been redeemed.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.



RESPONSORIAL PSALM (118: 2-4, 13-15, 22-24)
R. Give thanks, for the Lord is good, God’s love is everlasting.

Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.”
Let the house of Aaron say, “His steadfast love endures forever.”
Let those who fear the Lord say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” R.

I was pushed hard, so that I was falling, but the Lord helped me.
The Lord is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation.
There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous. R.

The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes. This is the day that
the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. R.

THE SECOND READING
A reading from the first letter of Peter: 1:3-9

Blessed be the God  and  Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great
mercy  he  has  given us a new birth  into a living hope  through  the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead: a birth into an inheritance
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who
are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time.
In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer
various trials,  so  that the genuineness of your faith    — being more
precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire  — may be
found to result in praise and glory and  honour when the Lord, Jesus Christ
is revealed.  Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even
though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an
indescribable and glorious joy,  for you are receiving the outcome of your
faith, the salvation of your souls.

   The word of the Lord.



THE G O S P E L
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John: 20:19-31

It was evening on the day Jesus rose from the dead, the first day of the
week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked
for fear of the authorities.
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After
he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.  Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be
with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

But Thomas, who was called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him,
“We have seen the Lord.”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and
put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not
believe.” A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas
was with them.  Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put
your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my
side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my
God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which
are not written in this book.
But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life
in his name.
                                                                                       The Gospel of the Lord.



OUR GENERAL INTERCESSIONS

2.     That we, as the followers of Christ, may
show the same mercy and compassion to-
wards others as Christ Himself showed us.
We pray to the Lord.

1. That those who feel anxious and fearful
during these uncertaoin and stressful times
may experience hope and the mercy and
guidance of the Risen Christ on this Divine
Mercy Sunday.
We pray to the Lord.

3. For  those in our healthcare and long term care facilities who
continue to work tirelessly for the welfare of the  human race during
this time of pandemic.
We pray to the Lord.

4. For all victims of  this Coronavirus that they may experience the
Lord’s healing and for those who have died from it, that they may
rest in peace.
We pray to the Lord.

5. We pray for the men and women in  medical research  who
are working to discover a remedy and a cure to this virus that God’s
Spirit may inspire and guide them in their efforts.
We pray to the Lord.

6. For our own personal  personal intention (PAUSE).
We  pray to the Lord...



Prayer over the Offerings
Accept, O Lord, we pray, the oblations of your people (and of those you
have brought to new birth), that, renewed by confession of your name
and by Baptism, they may attain unending happiness.
Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

PREFACE  OF EASTER
The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts.

We have lifted them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord,  our God.

It is right and just.

It is truly right and just,  our  duty  and our salvation,  at all times and
everywhere to acclaim you, O Lord, but during this Easter Season,
above all to laud you yet more gloriously, when Christ our Passover has
been sacrificed.

For he is the true Lamb who has taken away the sins of the world; by
dying he has destroyed our death, and by rising, restored our life.

Therefore, overcome with paschal joy, every land, every people exults in
your praise and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic hosts, sing
together the unending hymn of your glory, as they acclaim:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of your glory,
Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosaanna in the highest.

THE LORD’S PRAYER



The Mass Prayer after the Our Father
(that is especially relevant in this current year of pandemic)

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our
days, that, by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and
safe from all distress, as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our
Savior, Jesus Christ.    For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours
now and for ever.

Communion Antiphon Jn 20: 27
Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, and do not be unbelieving
but believing, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Let us pray.  Grant, we pray, almighty God, that in this spiritual union with
this paschal Sacrament we may have a continuing effect in our minds and
hearts. Through Christ our Lord.  Amen

May God bless us and our troubled world today,
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Prayer of Spiritual Communion
by Saint Alphonsus Liguori

My Jesus, I believe that You are in the Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I long for You in my soul.

Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.

As though You have already come, I embrace You and
unite myself entirely to You; never permit me to be separated

from You.  Amen.


