
April 26th, 2020         THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

THIS WEEK’S DONATIONS IN SUPPORT OF OUR PARISH

Sunday Donations brought or sent to our Office ...............
Online Home Page Donations (week of April 12 -19) .............
Easter Collection (more) .....................................................
Parish Renovation Collection (more)...................................
Annual Share Lent Collection (more)...................................
Good Friday Collection (more)............................................

COVD-19 PANDEMIC : MOST RECENT PARISH UPDATES

$ 2, 690.00
777.00
585.00

90.00
155.00

60.00

Since it is not possible in May
to celebrate the annual Blue
Mass in the Cathedral, all are
invited to pray the Rosary, the
Divine Mercy Chaplet or any
preferred prayer   in your own
homes and at the same time,
this Sunday, April 26 at 2:00
pm,   in honour of our First
Responders.  A proper Blue
Mass will be celebrated in our
Cathedral next year.

Blue Mass Prayers
This Sunday

Thank-you to so many of you who are generously continuing to
support our Parish in a variety of ways during this pandemic !

Blessed Palm crosses (made
by Rose Cupelli)  and  Easter
Water are still available
from our Office. (622-5389)

PRIVATE SUNDAY and WEEKDAY MASSES
Msgr. Stilla and  Fr.  Marco  celebrate private  Masses
on Sunday and every morning  in  Our Lady’s Chapel for
the Intentions of all our Parishioners.

FURTHER EXTENSION OF CHURCH CLOSURES
Due to the continuation of the ban on gather-
ings by the Province of Ontario, Bishop Colli has
extended the closure of churches  across  our

SPRING DIOCESAN BIBLE SESSIONS: POSTPONED
Msgr. Stilla’s Bible Sessions which were to begin on
April 30th at the Pastoral Centre have now been post-
poned until the Fall.  Video presentations of sessions,
which he has given in past years are available online

OUR PARISH OFFICE REMAINS OPEN
Our office will remain open at this time of pandemic
during the usual office hours, (with physical dis-
tancing maintained).  Please note that all one-on-

Diocese until until May 31st.  Please  access the Masses and Ser-
vices available online or on television during this time, including
Bishop Colli’s weekly online Mass available at: www.dotb.ca.

one meetings with Msgr. Stilla are not permitted at this time but
will resume when the emergency restrictions are lifted.

NEW 'CHILDREN'S CORNER' ADDED
The  weekly "Children's Worship Bulletin", is
now available online on this website during
this time of church closures.  To access these,

click  on  the "Children's Corner" post to the left and then print
them for the children to read and colour each Sunday.

at: at: www.dotb.ca .  (Click on: Diocesan News and Media”).

http://www.dotb.ca
http://www.dotb.ca


YOU WERE ASKING     by Msgr. P. Stilla

THE BIBLE READINGS & PRAYERS FOR THIS SUNDAY’S MASS:

♦   Read:  on pages 3 to 10 below,  in this  Bulletin   AND,
♦   Click on: “COVID-19 Parish Updates”,  on the Home Page of this website.

Q. As we continue to muddle through these uncertain times of physical distancing, lockdowns
and church closures, I am finding it very difficult to pray in thanksgiving to God for his help in
times of need.  Why be thankful when today  there seems to be so little for which to give thanks?

A. I am certain that like you,  many persons of
Faith today are asking themselves  this same
question.  We know that setbacks in one’s life
happen to all of us and they often do when we
least expect them. At times they seem  manage-
able but at others, they threaten to overwhelm
us, especially when we find ourselves  in the

online; whether we tune into news programs,
talk shows, current documentaries  or even call-
in shows.  The information, as useful as some of
it is, always centres around different aspects of
the current pandemic.  This constant coverage,
though it may help us to understand aspects of
this virus and ways to keep ourselves safe, can
also frighten and distress  us. This ‘information
overload’ often makes us  obsess about the nega-
tive and uncontrollable aspects of this crisis.  It
prompts us daily to, ‘think of the glass half empty
instead of half full’, as they say. It is helpful in

midst of them.  Of course, we
also know  that when these pass,
the stress they caused us rarely
comes to mind again.
The ‘Information Overload’
Most of us may be feeling the
way you do because our focus
lately has primarily and almost
exclusively centred on the pan-
demic that we are experiencing .
This is not surprising, since it
seems that from the moment we
rise in the morning to the time
we retire at night, we hear of lit-
tle else on television, radio or

our personal prayer, to distance ourselves  from
this constant concern for 30 minutes each day,
and to reflect on the  the many positive and
sometimes overlooked aspects of our lives,  like:
♦   The Precious  Gifts of Life and Good Health
Be it strong or sometimes all too fragile, life and
our health are precious gifts that we often take

for granted and for which we
should always give thanks;
♦ Personal Faith and Reason
We  are also thankful to God for
the gifts of Faith and reason and
for the  ability to think, to know
and to work well with others;
♦ The Gift of Family and Friends
Without the love and support of
persons who truly care for us, life
would be lonely and  dismal.  We
thank the Lord for all of them.
♦  The Talents and Gifts of Many
We praise God for our own gifts
and for the  talents and drive that

He gives to medical researchers, virolists and so
many others  who seek to find cures for  com-
plex medical conditions,  including this one;

♦   The Hearts of Those Who Promote Good
We give thanks for healthcare professionals,
physicians, nurses, clergy, hospital staff workers,
front-line workers, volunteers and so many oth-
ers who continue to support us in times of need.

♦   The  Joy of Freedom and  the Bounty of Earth
We ask the Lord to help us appreciate now more
then ever, the importance of personal freedom,
shelter and food which we often take for granted.



THE READINGS AND MASS PRAYERS FOR
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

(April 26, 2020)

“The Lord had been made known to them in the
breaking of the bread.” (Luke 24:35)



THE MASS OF THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

THE FIRST READING
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (2.14, 22b-28)

On the day of Pentecost, Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice
and addressed the crowd, “People of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem,
let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.
Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power,
wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you your-
selves know— this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan
and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those
outside the law. “But God raised him up, having freed him from death,
because it was impossible for him to be held in its power.

For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he
is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; therefore my heart was
glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in hope.
For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experi-
ence corruption. You have made known to me the ways of life; you will
make me full of gladness with your presence.’”      The Word of the Lord.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Entrance Antiphon
O sing to the glory of his name.  O render him glorious praise, alleluia.

Collect Prayer
Let us pray.   May your people exult for ever, O God,  in renewed youthful-
ness of spirit,  so that, rejoicing now in the restored glory of our adoption,
we may look forward in confident hope to the  rejoicing of the day of
resurrection.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.



RESPONSORIAL PSALM (16.1-2+5, 7-8, 9-10, 11)

THE SECOND READING
A reading from the first letter of Peter: (1:17-21)

R. Lord, you will show us the path of life.

Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. I say to the Lord, “You are my
Lord; I have no good apart from you.”
The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot.  R.

I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs
me. I keep the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I
shall not be moved.  R.

Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;  my body rests secure.
For you do not give me up to Sheol, or let your faithful one see the Pit.  R.

You show me the path of life.  In your presence there is fullness of joy;
in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. R.

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially accord-
ing to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile.
You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from
your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish.

Christ was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed
at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to trust
in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory,
so that your faith and hope are set on God.
                                                                                           The Word of the Lord.



THE GOSPEL OF THIS SUNDAY
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke: (24:13-35)

On the first day of the week, two of the disciples were going to a village
called Emmaus, about eleven kilometres from Jerusalem, and talking with
each other about all these things that had happened. While they were
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but
their eyes were kept from recognizing him.

And Jesus said to them,“What are you discussing with each other while
you walk along?”  They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose
name was Cleopas, answered him,“Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem
who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?”
 Jesus asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus
of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and
all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to
be condemned to death and crucified him.  But we had hoped that he was
the one to redeem Israel.  Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day
since these things took place.
Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the
tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they
came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who
said that Jesus was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the
tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see Jesus.”

Then Jesus said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart
to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that
the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?”
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, Jesus interpreted to them
the things about himself in all the scriptures.   As they came near the
village to which they were going, Jesus walked ahead as if he were going
on.  But they urged him strongly, saying,   “Stay with us, because it is
almost evening and the day is now nearly over.”    (continued on next page)



So Jesus went in to stay with them.
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it,
and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized
Jesus; and he vanished from their sight.

The two disciples said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within
us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening  the
Scriptures to us?”

That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found
the eleven and their companions gathered together. These were saying,
“The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!”

Then the two disciples told what had happened on the road, and how the
Lord had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.
                                                                                          The Gospel of the Lord.



1. We join ourselves in prayer and
solidarity with the people of Nova
Scotia who mourn the tragic shooting
of so many innocent persons in that
Province last week and we pray for the
victims and for all those families who
have been affected by this event.
We pray to the Lord.
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       GENERAL INTERCESSIONS

2. For our country and for our world and its inhabitants who are
struggling with the fear of the Coronavirus and with the lonliness caused
by the lockdown  measures necessarily imposed to contol it.
We pray to the Lord.

3. We pray for the safety of our seniors in longterm health care
facilities and for the health of the medical workers who assist them
and care for them in their  need.
We pray to the Lord.

4. For the men and women in  medical research  around the world
who are working to discover a remedy and a cure against  this virus
that God’s Spirit may inspire and guide them in their efforts.
We pray to the Lord.

5. That this tragic experience will teach us about the importance of
unity of all peoples  and of our dependence on each other.
We pray to the Lord.



Prayer over the Offerings

Receive, O Lord, we pray,  these offerings of your exultant Church, and, as
you have given her cause for such great gladness, grant also that the gifts
we bring may bear fruit in perpetual happiness.
Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

PREFACE  OF EASTER

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.
We have lifted them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord,  our God.
It is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, at all times to acclaim
you, O Lord, but in this time above all to laud you yet more gloriously,
when Christ our Passover has been sacrificed.
Through him the children of light rise to eternal life and the halls of the
heavenly Kingdom are thrown open to the faithful; for his Death is our
ransom from death, and in his rising the life of all has risen.

Therefore, overcome with paschal joy, every land, every people exults in
your praise and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic hosts, sing
together the unending hymn of your glory, as they acclaim:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of your glory,
Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosaanna in the highest.

THE LORD’S PRAYER



The Mass Prayer after the Our Father
(that is especially relevant in this current year of pandemic)

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our
days, that, by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and
safe from all distress, as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our
Savior, Jesus Christ.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and for ever.

Co m m u n io n  A n t i p h o n  Lk 24: 35
The disciples recognized the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread,
alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Look with kindness upon your people, O Lord, and grant, we pray, that
those you were pleased to renew by eternal mysteries may attain in
their flesh the incorruptible glory of the resurrection.
Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

May God bless us and our troubled world today,
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Prayer of Spiritual Communion
by Saint Alphonsus Liguori

My Jesus, I believe that You are in the Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I long for You in my soul.

Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.

As though You have already come, I embrace You and
unite myself entirely to You; never permit me

to be separated from You.  Amen.


