
May 24th, 2020     THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD

LAST WEEK’S DONATIONS IN SUPPORT OF OUR PARISH

Sunday Donations brought or sent to our Office ....
Online Home Page Donations (week of May 10-17) ....
Easter Collection (more)...........................................
Other Collections (more) .........................................

RECENT NEWS & UPDATES

$2, 795.00
415.00

30.00
140.00

THANK-YOU TO ALL FOR SUPPORTING  OUR PARISH BY ENVELOPE
OFFERINGS OR  BY DONATIONS MADE ONLINE.

Parish Council Terms Extended

“Remember,
I am with you always,
until the end of time”
(This Sunday’s Gospel)

Since we were not able to hold  this spring’s Parish Council
elections, Joan Joubert, our Council Chair,  has asked our
members whose terms would have expired in June of this
year,  to extend  their term for one year until June 2021,
when proper elections can be held.  We thank those who have
agreed to do so. We also thank Stephen Margarit who completed
his two terms and won’t be returning due to other commitments.
Our Current Parish Council:    Joan Joubert, Chairperson;
Dave Bragnalo, Vice Chair;   Rob Popien, Recording Secretary;
Members: Diego Villanueva, Susan Momot, Beth Momot (will be
away for school later this year), Deacon Derek West, John Fazio,
Bev Fazio, Judy Stankus, Msgr.Stilla and Bishop Colli.

2020 ‘Friends’ Membership Drive is Launched
Despite the lockdown, letters were sent out this
week to remind our members to renew  their
‘Friends’ membership for 2020, for the usual $250.

 Virtual Rosary on Tuesdays

New Materials for Children Each Week
Access bulletins, colouring pages, and quiz-
zes designed to help children learn their
Catholic Faith . Click on:“Children’s Corner”.

Access it on the St. Agnes
Church Facebook  page.

New Adult Fun Quizzes
Click on:“COVID-19 Parish
Updates” on this website
and test your knowledge of
the Faith with new fun quiz-
zes added every week.

Thanking Our Wonderful Staff!
Throughout the pandemic shutdown, our Parish
staff members have continued, and will continue
to work in the Parish Office, the Rectory and the
Church, while following strict lockdown precau-
tions to keep everyone safe. We are grateful to

this team of caregivers  for their dedication to the service of our
parishioners during these uncertain times.  Thank-you to Janie
Slobodnik, our Secretary, Jane Masotti our bookkeeper, Eric
Villanueva, our Rectory Caretaker and Sacristan and Mark Sypus,
our Church caretaker.  Blessings to all of you!



YOU WERE ASKING . . .  by Msgr. Pat Stilla

A. At first  glance, your suggestion about “push-
ing back against government restrictions” in this

Q. Why is it that the Catholic Church and other Churches, Mosques and Synagogues all over the
world and in our own country,  have obeyed Government restrictions on religious services and
have obeyed orders to shut their doors  in the midst of this pandemic?   As you have often men-
tioned, history shows that in times of religious persecution when churches were ordered to be
closed and services forbidden by Kings and Emperors, Christians fought back by disobeying those
orders. Why haven’t we done the same today and pushed back against government restrictions?

the evolving evil practice of deliber-
ately overcharging for these goods so
as to ensure  enormous profits for the
sellers.  When Jesus said, “Stop mak-
ing my Father’s house into a den of
thieves!”, it was not the selling of
goods to which He was reacting.  In-
stead He was “pushing back” in reac-
tion to the evil practice of ‘gouging’

pandemic, sounds fairly reasonable
and the evidence you cite about civil
disobedience in past situations by per-
sons of Faith is historically sound.
However, the one phrase you use
which changes everything is, “in times
of religious persecution”. In other
words, only when it was clear that re-
strictions against Faith practice was
motivated  by hatred or by any other evil and not
for the common good, did believers ”push back”!
“If the motive is evil, then the action is evil”
This phrase expreses one of the  guiding principles
of Christian morality.  It
is our belief that the
motive behind an ac-
tion usually determines
whether the action it-
self is good or evil. It is
clear that when persons
of Faith in the past per-
ceived that the motives
behind government re-
strictions on Faith practice were not for the com-
mon good but rather for the destruction of Faith,
they rightfully  “pushed back” against them.
Examples of “push backs” in history
♦  The “push back” of Christ in the Temple
One of the most dramatic events in the life of
Christ is the so called, “cleansing of the temple”
as is recorded in John`s Gospel (2:14-16).  To fully
understand Jesus’ reaction here, it is important
to remember that at this time it was a common
and ethically accepted practice among the Jews,
for vendors to sell birds and animals in the Temple
precincts for the convenience of pilgrims who

needed the animals to offer as sacrifices to
Yahweh.   What was not customary, however, was

people; an evil based on greed, which was being
perpetrated in ‘His Father’s House of Prayer’.
♦  The “push back” of the first Christians
Christian worship was illegal and punishable by

death in the Roman Em-
pire until 313 A.D.  Since
it was unjust and moti-
vated by evil,   Christians
rightly  “pushed back”
against this restriction
and defied the Romans,
by praying and worship-
ping the Lord in hiding.
♦  Other “push backs”

Whenever religious restrictions were imposed in
history because of evil motives, persons of Faith
rightfully should have and did oppose them.
Should we “push back” in this pandemic?
No, we should not and must not!  Government
restrictions around the world today to limit large
gatherings in many sectors of society are  clearly
not motivated by evil intentions.  They are in place
to promote the common good and the wellbeing
of the human race, which should be the goal of
us all. Moreover, our Bishops,  including the Holy
Father have all reviewed and endorsed the restric-
tions.  We observe them and pray for each other.



THE READINGS AND MASS PRAYERS FOR
THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD

May 24, 2020

“And remember, I am with you always,
until the end of time.” (Mt. 28:20)



THE MASS OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
Entrance Antiphon

THE FIRST READING
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (1:1-11)

Collect Prayer

In the first book, Theophilus,I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught
from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after
giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had
chosen.    After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many
convincing proofs,  appearing to them during forty days and speaking about
the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to
leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,”
he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So
when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to
know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going
and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes
stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven,
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

  The word of the Lord.

Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the heavens? This Jesus whom you
saw ascending into heaven will return as you saw him go, alleluia.

Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who believe that your Only Son,
our Redeemer,ascended this day to the heavens,  may  in  spirit dwell
already in heavenly realms.  Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.



THE RESPONSORIAL PSALM  (Ps. 47)

THE SECOND READING
A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians  (Eph. 1:17-23)

R. God mounts the throne to shouts of joy:
      a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud songs of joy. For
the Lord, the Most High, is awesome, a great king over all the earth. R.

God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.
Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises. R.

For God is the king of all the earth; sing praises with a psalm.
God is king over the nations; God sits on his holy throne. R.

I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory may give
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that,
with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope
to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance
among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power
for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.

God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule
and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the age to come.

And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over
all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all
in all.

  The Word of the Lord.



THE SUNDAY GOSPEL
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew ( 28:16-20)

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had
directed them.

When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted.
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me.

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything that I have commanded you.

“And remember, I am with you always, until the end of time.”

The Gospel of the Lord.



May 23 & 24, 2020
  THE ASCENSION
   OF THE  LORD

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS

1. That on this Ascension Sunday
we  may  renew our commitment
to continue the ministry of Christ in
our our Parish and our community.
We pray to the Lord.

2. For the victims of this current pandemic and of other tragic events
in our country and around the world  and for the compassionate persons
who have come to their aid in their times of need.
We pray to the Lord.

3. We pray in gratitude of the front-line support workers in our City
and world who courageously serve the needs of our people.
We pray to the Lord.

4. For the men and women in  medical research who are working to
discover a remedy and a cure against  this virus that God’s Spirit may
inspire and guide them in their efforts.
We pray to the Lord.

5. For the physical and emotional healing of the sick and for the
wellbeing of the seniors of our Parish and of our own family members.
We pray to the Lord.

6. For our own personal intentions  (PAUSE).
We pray to the Lord.



Prayer over the Offerings

PREFACE  OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.
We have lifted them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord,  our God.
It is right and just.

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of your glory,
Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosaanna in the highest.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

We offer sacrifice now in supplication, O Lord, to honour the wondrous
Ascension of your Son:  grant,  we pray,  that through this most holy
exchange we, too, may rise up to the heavenly realms.
Through Christ our Lord.  Amen

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and every-
where to give you thanks, Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
For the Lord Jesus, the King of glory, conqueror of sin and death, ascended
today to the highest heavens, as the Angels gazed in wonder.
Mediator between God and man, judge of the world and Lord of hosts,
he ascended, not to distance himself from our lowly state but that we,
his members, might be confident of following where he, our Head and
Founder, has gone before.
Therefore, overcome with paschal joy, every land, every people exults in
your praise and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic hosts, sing
together the unending hymn of your glory, as they acclaim:



The Mass Prayer after the Our Father
(especially relevant during this current pandemic)

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our
days, that, by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and
safe from all distress, as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our
Savior, Jesus Christ.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and for ever.

Communion Antiphon

Prayer of Spiritual Communion
by Saint Alphonsus Liguori

My Jesus, I believe that You are in the Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I long for You in my soul.

Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.

As though You have already come, I embrace You and
unite myself entirely to You; never permit me

to be separated from You.  Amen.

Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of time, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion

May God bless us and keep our troubled world in His care,
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Almighty ever-living God, who allow those on earth to celebrate divine
mysteries, grant, we pray, that Christian hope may draw us onward to
where our nature is united with you.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.


