
May 17th, 2020     Sixth Sunday of Easter

THIS WEEK’S DONATIONS IN SUPPORT OF OUR PARISH

Sunday Donations brought or sent to our Office ....
Online Home Page Donations (week of May 3-10)......
Parish Renovation Collection (more)........................
Papal Charities Prescribed Collection .....................

COVD-19 PANDEMIC : RECENT NEWS & UPDATES

$2, 445.00
575.00
120.00

10.00

THANKS TO ALL WHO ARE CONTINUING TO SUPPORT OUR PARISH
EITHER BY ENVELOPE OFFERINGS OR BY DONATIONS MADE ONLINE!

THIS WEEK’S QUIZZES FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN!
For adults, click on the  ‘COVID-19 Parish Updates’
post  and, click  on  the ‘Children's Corner’ post
for  the children’s quiz.

OUR MAY C.W.L. NEWSLETTER IS NOW AVAILABLE

“I will love them and
reveal myself to them”

(This Sunday’s Gospel)

You can access the second edition of our Catholic
Women’s League Newsletter (for May),  published
by the Diocesan Council of the League, by clicking

on the “C.W.L./K.C./Men’s Group” post on the left side of our
homepage on this website.

COLUMBUS CENTRE TAKE-OUT: MAY 21, 2020
Time: 2 pm to 5 pm  ....  Debit or Credit Card ONLY
TO PRE-ORDER Call: 623-3252.

K. C.  FATHER BAXTER ASSEMBLY #870:  ELECTIONS
The Sir Knights of this Assembly are encouraged to
access pertinent information about the upcoming
2020-2021 Fraternal Year nominations and elections,
by clicking on the “ C.W.L./K.C/Men’s Group” post on the left
side of our homepage on this website.

All requested
Mass Intentions
that  had been
scheduled to be

DAILY MASS
INTENTIONS

celebrated in our Church af-
ter March 25, 2020,  will be
re-scheduled to later dates,
so that those who wish to at-
tend may do so, once the
Covid-19 precautions have
been lifted.  Call our Secre-
tary, Janie Slobodnik for
Mass requests or for more
information at: 622-5389.

VIRTUAL ROSARY ON TUESDAYS IN MAY: ST. AGNES
St. Agnes CWL prays the Rosary every Tuesday in May. 
Log onto the St. Agnes Parish Facebook to join in. 

FIRST CONFESSION and FIRST COMMUNION
Until the Emergency restrictions are lifted, we
will not be able to set specific dates for these
special events.  We hope that they can still be
celebrated  within  this current  calendar year.
These new dates will be set in consultation with our First Com-
munion Preparation Team and the parents of the children.



YOU WERE ASKING . . .  by Msgr. P. M. Stilla

A. Perhaps, your question could best be answered
by a psychiatrist or a specialist  in human behaviour.
I can,  however, offer a reply from the point of view
of Faith, Biblical teaching and some human history.
Upset, yes,  but not surprised!
This troublesome reaction to blame others to make
ourselves feel better,  emotionally hurts so many in-

Q. As this pandemic continues,  I am  upset and surprised to hear that some individuals or groups are
dealing with it by resorting to what I call, “the blame game”.  Why is it that when tragic events happen on
a global scale or even in our own personal lives,  one common reaction is to blame someone or something
for causing it,  without any credible evidence to back up our claims?

to individuals were caused by God,  as  sure signs of
punishment  for sins. Although Jesus corrected this
misconception in  the Gospel of John (9:1-41), when
he cured the blind man, some Christians still believe
this misconception to this day!
Some “Blame Games” in Human History
Here are a few examples of world events when

nocent victims.   It should upset all
persons of Faith because it encour-
ages and promotes bullying, racism,
and even hate motivated crimes!
However,  the common use of  the
“blame game”,  in human tragedies,
should not surprise us.  After all,
this kind of behaviour has been go-
ing on since the beginning of time.
According to the writers of the Book

of Genesis, even at the dawn of creation  when  Adam
was asked by God why he had eaten of the forbidden
fruit, he too played this game.
His response was not to take
responsibility for his action but
to blame Eve and, indirectly ,
to blame God when he said,
“it was the woman you gave
me!” Then, Eve blamed “the
serpent” in  the garden,  and
so, the “blame game” began.

“It was the woman
you gave me!”
(Genesis 3: 12-13)

Old Testament Beliefs Changed by Jesus
Throughout the Old Testament, it was thought  that
floods and plagues  were caused by God to punish
humanity for their sins.  Not only did the Israelites
think this way but so did persons of other cultures
before them.  Whenever the Jews  were defeated in
battle it was assumed that it was God’s way of pun-
ishing them for having  gone astray.  Likewise, when-
ever they were  victorious,  the win was interpreted
as Yahweh’s ‘seal of approval’.  It was even thought
that human diseases or tragic events that happened

“blame games” victimized millions:
♦ Nero and the Great  Fire of Rome
In 64 A.D. when a fire nearly de-
stroyed Rome, Nero blamed it on
the Christians and  an all out per-
secution on them ensued;
♦  Destruction of the Temple
When the Romans destroyed the
Temple of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.,  the
Jews thought that God had allowed

it to happen to show His displeasure with the fact
that some Jews had left Judaism to become Chris-

tians. Hundreds of Christians
were victimized and killed!
♦  The Black Death (The Plague)
In 1347, when this  pandemic
killed almost 200 million, some
Christians thought it was God’s
wrath that allowed it to happen.
God was angry, they assumed,
because Jews were allowed to

live  alongside Christians in towns. This “blame game”
resulted in the establishment of Jewish ghettos;
♦  The “Flu” Pandemic of 1918
This pandemic which killed 50 million people was
mistakedly named, “Spanish” Flu, even though it  did
not originate in Spain.  Its name  victimized Spaniards;
♦  The Holocaust
 Among other things, Jews were blamed for the col-
lapse of the economy in Germany after World War I.
At its end six million Jews had been exterminated!
I guess we never learn from past mistakes!



THE READINGS AND MASS PRAYERS FOR
THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

May 17, 2020

“I will love them and reveal myself to them”
 (John 14: 21)



THE MASS OF THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (Mother’s Day)

Entrance Antiphon

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

THE FIRST READING
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (8:5-8, 14-17)

A  severe  persecution  began  against  the  church  in Jerusalem,   and  all
except the apostles were scattered.

Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah to
them.  The crowds with one accord listened eagerly to what was said by
Philip, hearing and seeing the signs that he did, for unclean spirits, came
out of many who were possessed; and many others who were paralysed
or lame were cured.  So there was great joy in that city.

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted
the word of God,they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down
and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit; (for as yet the
Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them,
and they received the Holy Spirit
                                                                                            The Word of the Lord.

Collect Prayer

Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard; proclaim to the ends of the
earth:  The Lord has freed his people, alleluia.

Grant, almighty God, that we may celebrate with heartfelt devotion these
days of joy, which we keep in honour of the risen Lord, and that what we
relive in remembrance we may always hold to in what we do.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.



THE RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps. 33)

THE SECOND READING
A reading from the first letter of Peter  (1 Peter 3: 15-18)

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth; sing the glory of his name; give to
him glorious praise. Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!” R.

“All the earth worships you; they sing praises to you, sing praises to your
name.” Come and see what God has done: he is awesome in his deeds
among mortals. R.

He turned the sea into dry land;they passed through the river on foot. There
we rejoiced in him, who rules by his might forever. R.

Come and hear, all you who fear God,and I will tell what he has done for
me.  Blessed be God, because he has not rejected my prayer or removed
his steadfast love from me.  R.

In your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord.     Always be ready to make your
defence to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that
is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence.

Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who
abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame.
For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will,
than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all,
the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God.

He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit.
               The Word of the Lord.



THE SUNDAY GOSPEL
A  r e a d in g  f r o m  t h e  H o l y  G o sp e l  a cco r d i n g  t o  Jo h n  (John 14:15-21)

Jesus said to his disciples:
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.

This is the Spirit of truth,  whom the world cannot receive,  because  it
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with
you, and he will be in you”.

“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.
In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me;
because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my
Father, and you in me, and I in you”.

“They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love
me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them
and reveal myself to them.”

                             The Gospel of the Lord



May 16th & 17th, 2020
    6th  SUNDAY OF EASTER

1.  We pray for our Holy Father, Pope Francis,
for our Bishop and for all who minister in
God’s Church, that their service to God’s
people may be fruitful and rewarding espe-
cially during this difficult time of pandemic.
We pray to the Lord.

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS

2. That persons of faith and good-will everywhere may continue to rec-
ognize the sacredness of human life from the moment of conception to
natural death.
We pray to the Lord.

3. As a Parish family, we pray for those in our Parish who are seriously ill
in hospital or at home and especially for those who have asked us to pray
for them, that God may grant them comfort and peace and physical and
emotional healing.
We pray to the Lord

4. We pray in gratitude and for the safety of the front-line support
workers in our City and world who are continuing to courageously
serve the needs of our people in the midst of this pandemic.
We pray to the Lord.

5. For our deceased loved ones and for our personal intentions (PAUSE).
We pray to the Lord.



Prayer over the Offerings

PREFACE  OF EASTER

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.
We have lifted them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord,  our God.
It is right and just.

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of your glory,
Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosaanna in the highest.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, at all times to acclaim
you, O Lord, but in this time above all to laud you yet more gloriously,
when Christ our Passover has been sacrificed.
By the oblation of his Body, he brought the sacrifices of old to fulfillment
in the reality of the Cross and, by commending himself to you for our
salvation, showed himself the Priest, the Altar, and the Lamb of sacrifice.

Therefore, overcome with paschal joy, every land, every people exults in
your praise and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic hosts,
sing together the unending hymn of your glory, as they acclaim:

May our prayers rise up to you, O Lord, together with the sacrificial
offerings, so that, purified by your graciousness, we may be conformed
to the mysteries of your mighty love.
Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.



The Mass Prayer after the Our Father
(especially relevant during this current pandemic)

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our
days, that, by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and
safe from all distress, as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our
Savior, Jesus Christ.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and for ever.

Communion Antiphon

Prayer after Communion

May God bless us and keep our troubled world in His care,
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Prayer of Spiritual Communion
by Saint Alphonsus Liguori

My Jesus, I believe that You are in the Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I long for You in my soul.

Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.

As though You have already come, I embrace You and
unite myself entirely to You; never permit me

to be separated from You.  Amen.

If you love me, keep my commandments,  and I will ask the Father and he
will send you another Paraclete, to abide with you for ever, alleluia.

Almighty ever-living God,  who restore us to eternal life in the
Resurrection of Christ, increase in us, we pray, the fruits of this paschal
Sacrament and pour into our hearts the strength of my spiritual
communion today.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.


