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President’s Message 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding; in all your ways submit to 

him, and he will make your paths straight.” 
Proverbs 3: 5-6 

I must admit that the thought of a virtual Annual 
Meeting of Members, was very overwhelming at first. 
In the end, with the support of some amazing CWL 
women, and trust in the Lord, we accomplished the 
task without too much difficulty.  
I welcomed the participation of the Parish Presidents 
and was thrilled to hear of the many projects and 
initiatives taking place in their councils, in order that 
the CWL moves forward even in this time of the 
pandemic. Thank you for your constant effort and 
support. 

During the month of May, Pope Francis invites 
Catholics and Marian Shrines around the world, to 
pray for an end to the Covid-19 pandemic. Thirty 
shrines dedicated to the Virgin Mary, will take part in 
reciting the rosary, in unison, each day during the  
month of May. We too can participate by reciting the 
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rosary every day in our homes, praying for an end to 
the pandemic. 

“Let us not underestimate the power of so many 
voices united in prayer.” Pope Francis 

May Our Lady of Good Counsel continue to guide us as we 
work for God and Canada. 

Blessings 
Maria
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Rosary Relay for May 

For the month of May, 
parishioners in both the St. 
Martin of Tours and Holy 
Angels parishes are praying 
the Rosary in a unique way. 

Parishioners were asked to 
have the Icon of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary (“She 
Who is Quick to Hear”) for 
a day in their home. The 
goal to have the Icon 
hosted in 30 homes, one 
for each day of May, was 
easily met.  

Host homes are asked to 
pray the rosary once 
during the icon visit for an 
end to the pandemic and 
for the spiritual needs of 
our people. 

The Relay Coordinators 
drop off and pick up the 
icon from the homes.   

To learn more about Mary 
Who is Quick to Hear visit 

https://
sttikhonsmonastery.org/
stm11  

What parishes have been doing?
This is a list of some of the activities 
parish council’s reported on doing since 
our last convention… 
• Just before Covid a human trafficking 

presentation 
• Filling purses (bags) for homeless 
• Memory boxes for Hospice Northwest 
• Supporting local food banks 
• Telephone trees to reach out to 

members 
• Using social media to communicate 
• Zoom gatherings and meetings 
• Memory table at funerals 
• CWL banner to mark 100 years 
• Candlelight services 
• Memorial masses for deceased 
• Christmas hampers /hand-made cards 
• Baking / dinners for seniors / hot cross 

buns / gnocchi / 
• Thinking of your parcels 
• Information packages delivered to 

members 
• Planting of trees for 100th 
• 50/50 draws, phantom bake sales 
• Virtual bazaar filled with memories 
• Used clothing drives 
• Back to school items for school 
• Online auction 
• Weekly / daily Rosaries  
• Letter writing campaign for LTC 
• Share Lent support 
• Delivering palms to parishioners 
• Gifts for First Communicants and 

Confirmandi 
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CW L M ember  ! om St. Patr i ck, Cathedral  H onoured

In recognition of School Principal Day, the Thunder Bay 
Catholic District School Board announced that Jan Bazaluk, 
was awarded a Distinguished Service Award from the Catholic 
Principals’ Council of Ontario. 

As Principal of Our Lady of Charity School, Jan has worked for 
TBCDSB for 34 years, and has been an administrator for 17. 
Over the course of her career, Jan has illustrated dedication 
and passionate commitment to Catholic education, her staff 
and most importantly her students. 

It is a great honour for me to be bestowed this provincial 
Distinguished Service Award by the Catholic Principals’ Council 
of Ontario. I am humbled to now join ranks with all former 
recipients of this prestigious CPCO award. I am grateful 

for the opportunity I have had for the last 34 years to be 
employed by the Thunder Bay Catholic District School Board as a teacher, Vice-Principal 
and Principal. I continue to thoroughly enjoy and am passionate about serving, 
advocating and leading, not only in our Board and all affiliate partners, but also in the 
school communities in which I have had the privilege of leading, as well as in our 
local and provincial professional Principal organizations. I have been very fortunate 
to have been among, and work for and with many quality individuals along my career 
path, many of whom have become cherished colleagues and friends. I have been truly 
blessed with a fulfilling career, and at the core of that success is the support of family, 
friends, colleagues, students, parents, parish partners, community partners and so on. I 
am truly humbled to be the recipient of this Distinguished Service Award, and am 
sincerely appreciative of all the contributions others have made to my career 
accomplishments and ultimate success. With faith all things are possible! - Jan Bazaluk 

Jan continues to illustrate her call to serve, advocate, and lead within the community. 
Her faith and commitment to her students has been evident throughout her career and 
continues to blossom.   (adapted from TBCDSB news report) 

Congratulations Jan! 
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Priestly Ordination 
In June of last year we began to send a letter 
of congratulations to the priests in our Diocese 
on the anniversary date of priestly ordination.  
We have listed those priests in a few of our 
previous newsletters.  Here is the list from 
January to June which will mark one year of 
this small project.  

 Joseph Arockiam   January 15 
 Bishop Fred Colli   February 2 
 Rodolfo Manaloto, OSA  March 23 
Berchmans Francis  April 18 
Gino Mathias   April 22 
Alan Campeau   April 28 
Randal Morrisseau   April 29 
Biju Mathew   May 1 
Marco Ladao   May 21 
Dan Lapolla    June 1 
Gerry McDougall,    June 3 
Terry Sawchuk   June 4 
Victor De Gagne   June 4 
Peter Groulx, retired  June 7 
Pat Stilla    June 10 
Luigi Filippini   June 15 
Antoni Fujarczuk,   June 15 

We often receive thank you notes from our 
priests.  Below is the latest one received 

Thanks a lot Jane for the Wishes,  
remembrance and prayers on my 
Priestly Ordination Anniversary Day. 
Assure you my prayers to all the CWL  
members 
with Love and Prayers 

Father Biju Mathew 
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Reflection from Father Mike Mahoney 
Diocesan Spiritual Advisor 

Catholic Education 
Building Blocks on the Cornerstone 

The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the chief cornerstone 

      PS 118:22.    

 In a preface Pope Francis wrote for the book “Seeking and Finding the Will of 
God” by his spiritual master, Fr. Miguel Fiorito, the pope refers to the book as having a 
unique structure of   ‘spiritual flashcards’  which reflect on ‘things that worked for him 
and he hopes will work for others’ as they engage in the spiritual exercises. 
  
 He notes that the in the effort to reform ones spiritual life, the concept of reform 
is expanded and deepened, so that “reform was not only in tension with what was once 
deformed, rather, ’reform’ is also conforming to what is new”. 
 Building blocks and flash cards are great reminders that our education in faith 
continues through life. 

  I think some of the new ‘flashcards’ are the many memes we see online of 
wisdom, scripture, and values for a meaningful life. Pope Francis also mentions one aim 
of the spiritual exercises is “to give oneself time to feel the emotion of the Spirit”.  
  
 Fr. Antonio Spadaro sj, commenting on Pope Francis’ preface, cites St. Ignatius “it 
is not so much knowing that fills and satisfies the soul, but the feeling and tasting of 
things internally” and notes that “producing results (the environment of industry - 
determined actions with a predictable effect) is not the same as ‘bearing fruit’ - a 
farming metaphor that implies generating a new being.” 
  
 It's no wonder we find memorable nuances in the Holy Father’s teachings… 
“The garment of faith is not starched, but develops with us. It is not rigid but grows, 
even through moments of crises and resurrection.” 
 “Our God is a God of surprises.” 

 While on the subject of building blocks, Pope Francis has recently established the 
formal ministry of Lay Catechists for the church; and has also approved the addition of 
7 new invocations in the Litany of St. Joseph. 
Guardian of the Redeemer, Servant of Christ, Minister of salvation, Support in 
difficulties, Patron of exiles, Patron of the afflicted and Patron of the poor. 

 “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the 
saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.  In him the whole 
structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also 
are built together spiritually[b] into a dwelling place for God.” Ephesians 2: 19-22 
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St. Patrick Cathedral’s May Sharing 

It seems like yesterday…we had planned for another gathering just like this but 
something called Covid has stopped us…but just for now…we can hardly wait for the 
opportunity to return and be with our League sisters in assisted living…God’s grace 
abounded and smiled on us…we are excited for the next part of our League journey…
for now we remember…. 

Sunday, May 26, 2019 

CWL Gathering held at Hogarth Riverview Manor 
Members held their regular gathering at the long term care facility to share with 

their League sisters what has been happening with the League and participate in a 
wonderful prayer service created by Juliano Brusadin…there was a time for learning, 

a time to share in a fun activity and a time to socialize with yummy treats .

Photo of the Year 

 It was considered the best photo of this 
century.  
  
A lioness and her cub were crossing 
the Savannah but the heat was excessive and the 
cub was in great difficulty walking.  

 An elephant realized that the cub would die 
and carried him in his trunk to a pool of water walking beside his mother. 
   
And we call them wild animals.  
It's a great lesson for mankind who are fighting and dying for no reason. 

(Thanks Liz for sharing) 
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Mary, Undoer  (Untier) of Knots  

 To show us the mission granted to the Virgin Mary by her Son, an 
unknown artist painted Mary, Undoer of Knots.  Since 1700, his painting has 
been venerated in the Church of St. Peter in Perlack, Germany.  It was originally 
inspired by a meditation of Saint Irenaeus (Bishop of Lyon and martyred in 
202) based on the parallel made by Saint Paul between Adam and Christ.  Saint 
Irenaeus, in turn, made a comparison between Eve and Mary, saying:  “Eve by 
her disobedience tied the knot of disgrace for the human race; whereas Mary, 
by her obedience, undid it.” 
 The devotion to Mary, Undoer of Knots has become more popular ever 
since Pope Francis encouraged the devotion in Argentina, and then spoke about 
it during his first year as pontiff. 

But what are these knots? 
They are the problems and struggles we face for which we do not see any 
solution.  Knots of discord in your family, lack of understanding between 
parents and children, disrespect, violence, the knots of deep hurts between 
husband and wife, the absence of peace and joy at home.  They are also the 
knots of anguish and despair of separated couples, the dissolution of the family, 
the knots of a drug addict son or daughter, sick or separated from home or God, 
knots of alcoholism, the practice of abortion, depression, unemployment, fear, 
solitude … the knots of our life!  How they suffocate the soul, beat us down and 
betray the heart’s joy and separate us from God. 
 We are living in difficult times where the problems, the knots, the 
temptation, the lack of peace and the evils are all around us.  “Like a roaring 
lion your adversary, the devil, prowls around, looking for someone to devour.”  
(1 Peter 5.8) 
 For that reason, Mary who undoes the knots, who was chosen by God to 
crush the evil with her feet, comes to us to reveal herself.  She comes to 
provide jobs, good health, to reconcile families, because she wants to undo the 
knots which dominate our lives, so that we can receive the promises reserved 
for us from eternity.  She comes with promises of victory, peace, blessings and 
reconciliation. 
 Then, free from our knots – filled with happiness, we can be a testimony 
of the Divine Power in this world, like pieces of God’s heart or small bottles of 
perfume exhaling mercy and love to our neighbour.  Like ambassadors of Jesus 
Christ and the Virgin, we can rescue those who cry without any consolation, 
those who are lonely, tied with knots, who have no God, no Father nor Mother. 
May Mary, Undoer of Knots, bless you today and forever.  Amen. 

(Shared by Anna Trembley, Provincial Council Administrator) 

Pope Francis I prayer to Mary Undoer of Knots 
http://www.catholicsforfamilypeace.org/uploads/9/7/5/4/9754767/
prayer_to_mary_undoer_of_knots.pdf  

http://www.catholicsforfamilypeace.org/uploads/9/7/5/4/9754767/
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12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care 
May 04, 2021 

Words of Thanks from Participants 

During the 12 hours of prayer I tried to keep track of 
people’s comments. 

This word cloud represents your words.  Phrases are not 
together so a challenge might be to put them together. 

One participant said, “Sometimes there are no words…” 

Well, here they are! 

  Than ks, Col leen  for  y ou r  v i si on  for  t he day  

Thanks to Ingrid (Quebec past provincial president) for assisting in making this cloud 

A Few Things More… 

✦ On the feast of Our Lady of Fatima, many of us joined with Father Terry to pray 
the Rosary.  We had people joining us from across the province.  Thanks Cathy 
for the invitation to join you all in prayer as Father Terry hosted the St. Mary, 
Quick to Hear icon. 

✦ Many thanks to Father Jerin for celebrating the liturgy for us during the 12 
hours of prayer.  Please extend our thanks to your parish team and Joanne for 
being there for us.  Finally, Bev; thanks to for the lovely singing. A most 
beautiful way to end our day of prayer. 

✦ Fifth in the series of St. Joseph’s Retreats takes place on Saturday, May 29 
from 10:00 to 2:00 pm.  The day is facilitated by Colleen Martin.  We welcome 
Father Mike Mahoney for our spiritual reflection.  Hope to see you there.  The 
Zoom link will be posted on the Thunder Bay Diocesan CWL website and in the 
Events Calendar.



Volume 11 May 2021

9


